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Mr Speaker, thank you very much and let me also thank the Hon Members who made these 

Statements on the issue of galamsey. Mr Speaker, the Statements have already alluded to some 

of the negativities associated with the galamsey industry: be it the destruction of the vegetative 

cover, which at times include our economic trees; be it the destruction of rivers and water bodies; 

be it the creation of craters and valleys that are left uncovered, which most of the time serve as 

death threats to our communities, and most especially to our farmers. 

Mr Speaker, it is a fact that this galamsey industry engages a lot of our youth and it therefore 

serves as an economic base for a lot of Ghanaians. However, I would like to focus on children 

who are engaged in this industry; children of school-going age. For more emphasis, I do not refer 

to students at the tertiary or even at the secondary school level, but I refer to pupils of basic 

school age –– those who are supposed to be in their early formative ages. 

Mr Speaker, it is critical that these ages are supposed to be the period that they are supposed to 

form their lives. This is the very time that they are engaged in this risky job. The jobs that they do 

are very risky and not the type of job that can be described as light-duty jobs. I say so because, I 

also have a lot of communities in my constituency that are engaged in these galamsey activities. 

When one gets to Bia galamsey site, one would come across boys and girls of the ages of 8 

through to 12 years thereabout, who are supposed to be in school, but are found at these 

galamsey sites. 

Mr Speaker, most of the time, when   we confront them and ask them why they are doing that 

job and rather not in school, they would say that they are doing that to fend for themselves. 

Some of them would even say   that they are doing that to complement their family up-keeping. 

The job, as I earlier said, is a risky job and these children engaged in it are risking their lives. Mr 

Speaker, Ghana, over the years, has been touted as one of the countries that engage in child 

labour and that one area is in respect of our cocoa industry. If one dares to conduct a search or 

survey on these galamsey sites, the outcome would be very scandalous. 

A number of children who are supposed to be in school to form their lives are engaged in this 

risky job and it is so scandalous. It is therefore important that this topic of galamsey is looked at 

and looked at seriously. I, therefore, implore this House, and indeed, the Government, to outlaw 

at least basic school children who engage in this risky job. 

Mr Speaker, I say that the job is risky because, if one gets to the site, one would come across 

children digging pits to the depth of about 20, 30 or 40 feet deep into the ground. They enter the 

pits at times by ropes and come to the surface by ropes with a load of ore on their backs. This is 

the kind of job they do. Therefore, if this House and this Government takes a critical look at it by 

outlawing it, it would 



be the best thing for this House to do. Other than that, I can assure you that the future of these 

children would be bleak, the future of the communities these children hail from would also be 

bleak and indeed, the future of Ghana would be bleak. 

Mr Speaker, I thank you and the Hon Members who made the Statements for bringing these all-

important issues to the fore. 

 


